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Day One - January 07, 2022 
 

Special Lecture (10.00 AM - 11.00 AM IST) 
 

Visual History, Archaeology and History: Intersections and Interpretations 
Professor Seema Bawa, Head, Department of History, University of Delhi, New Delhi, India 

 

Session I (11.00 AM - 12.45 PM IST): Epigraphy, Sources and Interpretation 
Chairperson: Dr S. M. Jha 
 

(Five presentations of 13 minutes each, followed by discussion for 30 minutes) 
 
Kesa-Vinyas: Hairstyles as Depicted in Epigraphy and Art of Early Assam 
Chandana Das 
Assistant Professor, Department of History 
Rangapara College, Assam, India 
 
The Kesa-Vinyas, or beautification of hair, is intrinsic in human nature and is influenced by people's 
aesthetic sense. It is more than simply a physical feature of the human body; it isa reflection of a person's 
personality, thoughts, taste, and creativity. A perfect hairstyle balances the face, offers an appropriate look, 
and improves an individual's beauty. Since time immemorial, Indians have taken a keen interest in 
displaying their hair in a variety of ways. Probably no other country has dedicated so much ingenuity, 
intellect, and creative talent to the art of hair styling. Not just the average man, but cosmic or divine beings 
(Gods and Goddesses), semi-divine characters, and Nayikas have all been distinguished by their distinctive 
hairstyles. In the context of Early Assam, the development of art and architecture can be traced back to the 
1stcentury AD. But only from the 5thcentury onwards, were various sculptures and icons found with 
hairstyles and ornaments. The art of early Assam was influenced by different art styles of Pan-India; like 
Gupta Art, Pala-Sena art of Bengal during the rule of Varmanas, Salastambha, and Pala Dynasty. In this 
paper, it is proposed to discuss the development of artistic activities related to coiffure with their local 
idioms, especially in the Brahmaputra Valley, from the 5th Century to the 12th Century through field visits 
and secondary sources. Furthermore, it would also examine whether the depiction of hairstyles or Kesa-
vinyasa prescribed in canonical texts, such as the Agnipurana, Natyashastra, Literature related to Buddhism 
and Jainism. 
 
Bengal Copperplates: A Short Statistical Review 
Mukant Bishwas 
Student, Department of Archaeology 
Jahangirnagar University 
Savar, Dhaka, Bangladesh-1342 
 
Many kings and dynasties together with their subordinate rulers and feudal chiefs ruled Bengal (Present 
Bangladesh and West Bengal State of India). About more than one hundred copperplates and vase 
inscriptions issued by the rulers and kings of Bengal during the period from 5th to 13th century which have 
been discovered from here in Bengal. All of these except 21 copperplates from West Bengal state of India 
were found in Bangladesh. Cumilla district of Bangladesh is the place where at least 23 copperplates were 
found. In other words, most number of the copperplates found in Cumilla district. Also 4 copperplates of 
the kings of Bengal have been found in Bihar, 4 in Odisha and 2 in Uttar Pradesh. The exact address of the 
dynasty and place of receipt of these documents of Bengal cannot be ascertained. Very few copperplates 
have been found in archaeological excavations; almost all of the copperplates were found spot-findings. All 
these artifacts of Bengal are now preserved in various institutions and private collections of Bangladesh, 
India, Pakistan, United Kingdom, United States and Australia. However, the current location of some of the 
copperplates is unknown and some of them have been lost from the custodians. With these issues in mind, 
an attempt has been made to present the statistical information of the copperplates of Bengal which is very 
important to the archaeologists and historians. 
 
Engendering Mahabharata: A Study on the Disembodied Voice of Madr 
Ushni Dasgupta 
MPhil Student, Department of Archaeology 
University of Cambridge 



Old Schools, Trinity Lane, Cambridge CB2 1TN 
 
Mahabharata is one of the most important texts to emerge from the South Asian cultural tradition, 
justifying its recognition as "the definitive cultural narrative in the construction of masculine, feminine and 
alternative gender roles."1 The epic has not only framed discussions of gender in terms of the social roles 
of men, women, and other gendered identities, but also in terms of the artistic employment of tropes and 
metaphors that may or may not have a direct congruence with pre-existing masculinities and femininities 
outside the text. Studying the location of gender within the narrative is therefore an exercise in the study of 
'social constructs' through a multi-disciplinary approach. The present paper attempts to conduct a micro-
study on Madri - to locate and dislocate her space, voice, and agency. While examining her character and 
story in the larger framework derived by scholars over the years, the author shall attempt to understand 
how her narrative, body, and text conform or even challenge the varied and distinct patterns of complex 
kinship structure, which project paradigms of "possible Ksatriya femininity and collective 
organization."2Acknowledgment of the pervading myth tradition in the epic poem is also significant as the 
historical exercise is marked by the complexities of inferring the importance of mythical associations 
through a spatio-temporal analysis. Similar to previous studies conducted by historians, the author's study 
shall be both synchronic and diachronic. That is to say, while it is clear that the text is a document rooted in 
identifiable periods of history and reflects the various concerns of its time, it is also a bounded literary 
work unified by considerable thematic coherence.  
 
“Krishalavinyas”: Understanding Ancient India through the Proportion of a Rich Variety of 
Hairstyle 
Nibedita Mandal 
Department of History 
B.A.(Undergraduate)-History(honours) 
ST. Paul’s cathedral mission college, Kolkata 
 
From time immemorial there has been always the indispensability of fashion as it manifests the erudition of 
culture of a country. Intrinsically, in human being the desire to deck up the hair have been prevalent. This 
paper endeavour to acknowledge and depict grandiose variety of coiffures known to the people who lived 
in India from Vedic to Gupta period. This paperwork is deliberated to proffer a narrative of coiffures 
essentially as an expression of art. Hitherto all accounts of development of hairstyle have reflected various 
fashions of the hair prevailing in ancient India. The present work addresses the impact of the coiffures of 
foreign origin on ancient Indians, the existence of immense class distinction where hairdo played a severe 
role, usage of hair-dressing items like ‘opasa’, ‘kaparda’, flower wreath and so on, also the usage of hair 
care materials like comb (ksura) made from animal teeth, different kinds hair oils, ‘heena’ etc and the 
distinction between male and female hairstyle. The study will reflect various coiffures popular in Vedic, 
Sunga, Satavahanas, Ikshavaku, Kushana and Gupta periods. The paper also aims to highlight how some 
hairstyles find approbation only in particular regions and throw light upon many of the hairstyles like 
‘praveni’, pig-tail, curly hair that appears in sculptures, paintings and literary sources e.g. Arthasastra, 
survive even today. Overall, the study observes at length the zealous consideration of coiffures that existed 
in Ancient India. 
 
Lethal Drugs and their Application Techniques: A Review Based on Arthashastra 
Suparna Chowdhury 
Department of History 
M.A.-Ancient Indian History and Culture 
University of Calcutta 
 
Historically, every empire, no matter how vast and strong, was susceptible to threats from enemies. 
Defending one’s empire from enemies was integral. Prior preparation thus, became very important. 
Different texts talk of various strategies to defeat enemies of an empire.  Techniques to defeat enemies is 
not my topic of discussion here. I chiefly want to discuss about the lethal drugs and their usage. These 
lethal drugs were commonly used to defeat the enemies. I am looking at the issue in the light of 
Arthashastra. Arthashastra mentions in its 14th ‘adhikaran’ how and where drugs were used. These details 
have made me more intrigued towards this area.  Kautilya’s Arthasatra mainly spoke about government 
handicrafts/industries (silpo?), responsibilities of kings, minister, officers/supervisors and diplomatic 
strategies. It discusses internal and foreign policies, non-military, military, trade and commerce and 
financial matters. Interestingly, it also speaks about Ayurveda, pharmaceutical/medicinal practices and 
poisonous substances. In the 14th ‘adhikaran’ of the Arthashastra, the first chapter talks about those people 



who used poison on the enemies of Vijigishu (king). Here, it is mentioned that poisons were used on the 
clothing of the enemy of Vijigishu. It states that fumes from organisms like scorpion, worms or lizard, 
when burnt in fire or mixed with black snake and panic grain can be lethal, if inhaled. Substances like 
‘Putikita’ Stinkbug, fish, kutumbi (bitter gourd), satavari (Satakardama Plant), karddama (Idhma), Indra 
gope insect, Kshudra kantakari (ksudra), arala, dhatura (Hema), ikkhugandha (Vidhari) are mentioned. 
These substances, when mixed with goat horn or goat hooves in powdered form creates poisnonous fumes 
when burnt and can cause a loss of vision. Another such practice was the use of red and white mustard 
seeds mixed with monitor lizard was kept buried under soil for three fortnights in a camel shaped earthen 
vessel. This lizard’s mere sight, according to the text, if exhumed by the targeted person would cause his 
death. These drugs were not deadly on every instance. In some cases, these were used to defeat the enemy 
temporarily. If someone used cow dung or a paste of ‘tinduka’ and a paste of neem to scrub his body and 
applies ‘arista’ and sap of ‘Bhallatak’, he would get leprosy within a month. These were used to defeat the 
enemy temporarily. These medicines were not always used to quash the enemy. At times these were used 
for curative purposes. The King (Vijigishu) used them to cure his soldiers. A decoction made with the pulp 
of Piyal tree was used to cure leprosy. This has been stated in the Arthashastra’s 2nd chapter’s 178 
‘prakaran’. These medicines were generally used to cure diseases of Vijigisu and his soldiers. Vijigisu king 
employed different techniques and usage of various poison, fumes, mantras, joldushon (??) to protect his 
kingdom and his armies from the enemies. These ancient medicines of the were used to cure injuries. 
 

Session II (01.15 PM - 03.00 PM IST): Art and Architecture 
Chairperson: Professor Ambika Bipin Patel 
 

(Five presentations of 13 minutes each, followed by discussion for 30 minutes) 

 
Forgotten City of Budhi Mandu: A Hidden Jewel of the Paramara Art and Architecture 
Nikita Rathore 
Research Scholar 
Department of History of Art 
National Museum Institute 
Janpath, New Delhi 
 
Budhi Mandu, a historic city, situated twelve kilometres away from the present Mandav, was a fortified 
city where lies the remains of the Paramara temples. Surrounded by the natural beauty of the Vindhya 
ranges, Budhi Mandu is situated on a high ridge. This city has a pond, a stepwell and remains of a group of 
Bhumija temples which dates back to circa 11th century CE. These temples are stylistically similar to the 
famous Paramara temple of Udaypur and reflect the excellence of Paramara art and architecture. Such rich 
heritage got collapsed in course of time, left the base of the temples in situ and above broken structures 
scattered on the ground. The base of the temples reveal a high, finely carved vedibandh and fallen pieces 
include kakshana, pillar brackets, sculptures, ceilings and bhumis, which are on the verge of destruction. 
This paper endeavours to bring to light the forgotten city of Budhi Mandu and dilapidated temple heritage 
which requires proper documentation and immediate scholarship before getting vanished completely. 
Through this paper, efforts have been made to create visual imagery of the temples by critically analysing 
and studying the broken parts and sculptures along with the literary sources. This paper raises the issues of 
public unawareness and negligence of historical and archaeological sites which causes further deterioration 
of such marvel and tries to discuss the possible ways which can help in preventing future damages. 
 
Recent Developments in Prehistoric Art Research 
Tamuli A 
Independent Researcher 
 
This paper is a review of the significant developments and discoveries in the field of prehistoric art in the 
year 2020-2021. The significance of these researches lies in their ability to offer insights into how these 
artworks were executed and their probable meanings and importance in the prehistoric man's life. Such 
insights further enhance our understanding of the prehistoric society, especially in the context of the belief 
systems and style of communication that were prevalent in it. A study conducted by a group of researchers 
at Tel Aviv University on the significance of the selection of deep, inaccessible caves by prehistoric people 
for the execution of some of their artworks reveals that such locations were probably chosen to trigger 
hypoxia-induced hallucinations. In another study carried out on the hand stencils in the cave of Gargas, 
France, researchers argue that these represent hand-signs with deliberate folding of the fingers that may 



correspond to signs of an alternate or a non-primary sign language. Yet another study conducted in Spain 
on the lighting systems used in Palaeolithic caves has yielded interesting results regarding symbolic 
behaviours of our ancestors. Certain discoveries made in the period of study have also helped in refining 
our knowledge about the antiquity of these artistic representations and the capacity of other hominin 
species, such as Neanderthals, for symbolic behaviour. In this regard, the discovery and dating of the warty 
pig figure from the Leang Tedongnge cave in Sulawesi, Indonesia, and the engraved deer bone from 
Einhornhöhle, Germany are important. 
 
Architectural Transformation of the Shikhara of Shankarling Temple at Sankeshwar – Karnataka 
Parwati Patil 
Goa College of Architecture 
 
The purpose of this research is to examine the changes that the Shankarling temple has undergone in its 
Shikhara. This temple is situated on the banks of the Hiranyakeshi River in Sankeshwar, District Belagavi, 
Karnataka. The Shankarling temple is a Western Chalukyan temple that has lost its original Shikhara, 
leaving no trace, photographs, or any historical evidence. A pyramidal Shikhara with staggered tiers in 
Nagara form has been built using modern materials like bricks and lime mortar. The Shikhara, as we know 
it today, was most likely constructed between the 18th and 19th centuries. To understand why the Shikhara 
was rebuilt in that particular form, other temples having similar pyramidal Shikhara in the neighbouring 
regions have been compared to the Shankarling temple. The comparative analysis will aid in determining 
the elements that impacted the reconstructed Shikhara of the Shankarling temple. Additionally, the research 
looks at whether the reconstructed Shikhara was influenced by the various dynasties that ruled Sankeshwar 
in the past. The study also compares the Shankarling temple to other Western Chalukyan temples from the 
same era that exist in Sankeshwar to see why the Shikhara needed to be rebuilt. The study identifies the 
patterns in the evolution of the original Western Chalukyan temple architectural style to the non-Western 
Chalukyan Shikhara of today. 
 
Changes and continuity in the fashion from Mathura School of Art with special reference to Vishnu 
Iconography 
Yogesh Prabhudesai. 
PhD scholar, Department of Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archaeology, 
Deccan College Post-Graduate & Research Institute, Pune, India-41100 
  
Pratishtha Mukherjee 
PhD scholar, Department of Archaeology and Ancient Indian History 
The MS University of Baroda, Gujarat 390002 
 
The present paper explores the gradual development of the Vishnu iconography during the early centuries 
i.e., from 100 BCE to 500 CE. Since Mathura was a metropolitan city back then, naturally it yielded the 
luxuries of art. The art there gained new dimensions after its utilization into making idols for various 
religious streams such as Shaivism, Vaishnavism, Buddhism, and Jainism. It was greatly stimulated in the 
Kushana age, which was marked by cultural assimilation and material prosperity. The art tradition, 
enriched with new ideas and stylistic representations by numerous talented artists, reached its climax 
within the Gupta age when Mathura was still a crucial religious and cultural center. Hence, the art 
developed at Mathura up to the Gupta age is called the Mathura school of art. Mathura has been famous for 
being the bastion of Vaishnavism and the Bhakti cult. During the concerned period, Pancharatra 
Vaishnavism was in its grooming phase and it was gaining stronghold over the Mathura region. It can be 
well observed by the majority of Vishnu idols found there. By focusing on the Vishnu iconography during 
the concerned period specifically the research intends to trace out the changes and continuity in the fashion 
norms and eventually in the iconography. 
 
Depiction of Snakes in Indian Miniature Paintings: A Brief Interdisciplinary – Herpetological 
Overview of Few Case Studies in Art 
Jason Johns 
Assistant Professor (Ad Hoc),Dept. Of Ancient Indian History 
Culture and Archaeology, St. Xavier's College (Autonomous)  
  
Jyotsna Rani Nag 
B.Sc. Dept. of Zoology and Botany 
St. Xavier's College (Autonomous)  



 Amee Parikh 
Dept. Of Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archaeology, 
St. Xavier's College (Autonomous) 
 
Snakes continue to play an important role in Indian culture since the ancient period, remaining a subject of 
awe, fear, and worship even in modern times. They appear in cultural spaces such as in temples, festivals, 
philosophy, and mythology. In Indic religiosity, terms like Śeṣanāga, Kāliyanāga, Vāsukināga, nāgamaṇi, 
and other such words containing the suffix nāga; along with the hooding shown in art and literature, 
correspond to the Cobra (Naja sp.) and its variations. The philosophical symbolism includes ancestors, 
rebirth, death, mortality, and the mystical energy Kuṇḍalinī. Indian mythology includes both benevolent 
and malevolent serpents. This tradition flows into the Medieval period where snakes appear in one of the 
most renowned tangible sources of that time - Miniature Paintings. This paper deals with the representation 
of snakes in Indian miniature paintings, dating from centuries 15th to 19th CE across various art schools 
prevalent in Indic regions or in those with Indic themes. The researchers have attempted to answer the 
following questions: Can we identify the specifics of the snakes depicted in these paintings? Is there a 
representation of any other snakes besides the Indian Spectacled Cobra (Naja naja)? How accurate are these 
depictions? Or are they merely stylistic representations? Do they co-relate to the behaviour, locale, habitat 
of any actual snake species? This paper is an interdisciplinary overview of examining a few miniature 
paintings from different Museum collections along with data records of related snake species to verify the 
hypothesis from the herpetological and art historical perspective. 
 

Session III (03.00 PM - 04.45 PM IST): Political and Socio-Cultural History 
Chairperson: Professor S. S. Sundaram 
 

(Five presentations of 13 minutes each, followed by discussion for 30 minutes) 

 
Beyond the Rectangle, Out of the Frame 
Abhilasha Pandey 
 Senior Research Fellow (SRF), 
 Dept. of Painting, 
 Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan 
 
A very significant human connection is one’s relationship to the environment. Today, the natural 
environment is viewed as a domain that directly impacts the public realm and is a source of creative 
inspiration. It is a sphere of action where individuals utilize innovative methods to alter/improve the 
environment. By employing an interdisciplinary approach, the research paper illustrates the grave necessity 
for protecting the environment and biodiversity. The practice of ‘Socially engaged art’ is discussed in 
reference to the environment/ecological sustainability along with the concept of ‘rhizome.’ Furthermore, it 
emphasizes the critical need for equitable involvement of women to sustain life on the planet’s rapidly 
changing landscape. Based on a case study of Assam, where women utilize traditional textiles and other 
socio-cultural tactics to combat biodiversity loss, some crucial questions are addressed, such as What is 
art? Who is the Artist? Art for art’s sake or art for society’s sake? The intention is to portray this art form 
as a different type of practice with distinctive characteristics and effects that are connected to, but distinct 
from, other artistic expressions and activism. Eco-artists/practitioners employ various techniques and 
methodologies to promote collaboration and interaction between people and the natural world, and their 
work is mostly process and research-based. The paper makes it possible to comprehend that the 
‘interaction’ or ‘engagement’ with the public serves as the ‘medium’ for socially engaged artwork, which 
further aims to effect social and environ(mental) change. 
 
A Narrative of Decolonisation of the National Museum of India Through the Masterpieces 
Somya Malik 
Ph.D. Scholar, Department of History 
University of Delhi 
 
t is only recently that Museums have begun to reckon with and make attempts to address the deep-rooted 
legacy of colonialism. With the responsibility to break away from colonial ideology, the National Museum 
at New Delhi was inaugurated in 1949 following one of the largest independence movements in the World. 
The new Indian republic was independent not just in political and administrative control, but also in the 
socio-cultural sphere. The National Museum was conceptualized as a symbol of inclusion — of indigenous 



groups, of the common people of India, and of visitors — which could then be followed by others. This 
paper will attempt to interrogate the attempts at ‘decolonization’ by the National Museum as reflected 
through its masterpieces. The paper will outline the narrative of a rich past and cultural heritage of the 
Indian republic through the Museum’s exhibition of material culture. The contestation in politics of 
display, reception and collection management still lead to a mimetic following of display ‘rules’ for almost 
7 decades. Finally, the paper poses the question, “Is Decolonization possible for the National Museum?” 
 
Wardrobe of the Robes: Ceremonies, Diplomacy and Material Culture 
Pranjali Saini and Vidita Gupta 
Student, Department of Conservation, Preservation and Heritage Management,  
Delhi Institute of Heritage Research and Management 
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University 
 
Khil’at, an Arabic term, refers to a ceremony wherein a king or an individual of higher authority bestows 
upon another individual an honour through the means of new elegant robes, often accompanied by a cloak, 
shirt, pants, a turban, a waist-wrap, and shoes. This ceremony was generally conducted publicly with an 
audience that was elite and courtly. The practice of khil’at was well established by the early Abbasid period 
and since then continues to be a part of our contemporary times in many parts of the world. Hence, we aim 
to trace the history of the ceremony and the garments across empires and kingdoms in northern India from 
the Delhi Sultanate to the British Empire. Additionally, we examine the prevalence of the khil'at ceremony 
today. The use of these robes of honour established a public and intimate connection between the ruler and 
his officials. Although the symbol of political and religious power, there exist subtle variations in the 
ceremony across different historical phases. To trace these differences, we have worked with primary and 
secondary sources. Our primary sources include historical works like the Akbarnama and the paintings 
documenting the khil’at ceremonies. Through the research, we observed that most studies only focused on 
the political significance of these robes of honour in a particular space and time. However, our study 
compares the khil’at ceremony within one region but across different periods. Therefore, this study gives 
an insight into how the khil'at ceremony became part and parcel of cultural dominance and its relevance in 
the contemporary world. 
 
The Mongol Army: Tactics, Technology, War and Conquests 
Anoushka Singh 
B.A. (Hons.) History (3rd year) 
Gargi College, University of Delhi   
  
Soumyaa Sharma  
B.A. (Hons.) History (3rd year) 
sGargi College, University of Delhi 
 
It is evident that Military History plays a crucial role in impacting the lives of people in service as well as 
civilians. It's study enables us to understand the historical mapping of the events and makes us aware of the 
strategies used in the past along with their societal impact. The Mongolian Military is usually categorised 
as an army of nomadic horse archers, whereas in reality, a variety of units based on the availability were 
utilized, for instance; siege warfare, naval warfare, steppe warfare and so on. The Mongol Military, indeed 
evolved to enhance their efficiency. Our prime focus in this research paper would be to demonstrate a new 
way of analysing the notion of change within the arena of historical warfare. Furthermore Tactics, 
Technology, Strategies and Military Organisation will be the key elements, which will lead us to ponder 
upon a critical analysis of the Inter-Continental Mongolian Conquests in the 12th and 13th centuries. 
Considering the fact that Women's history has been often overlooked in the androcentric societal norms, we 
will highlight the participation and role of Women in the Mongol Army. Summing up our paper, our 
objective is to find out Were the Military skills enough to bandage the loopholes, if they existed? Along 
with critically analysing the strengths and weaknesses of the Mongol Military. 
 
Study of Women Aesthetics in Ajanta Paintings 
Priti Swaraj 
Research Scholar 
Nava Nalanda Mahavihara 
 
The study of women has been an integral part of the Indian history. There is a plethora of work done on 
women, but little has been done with regards to the beauty and aesthetics of women. Aesthetics finds its 



best expression in art. The cave paintings of Ajanta which has a rich collection of paintings depicting the 
beauty and charm of the women. They are painted in the form of queens, dancers, mistresses and other 
secondary forms. The artist has beautifully reproduced the soft roundness of her breasts, the curves of her 
lips, the gestures of her hand, the slanting glance of her eyes, the turn of her head, etc. It is intriguing to see 
that most of the Ajanta heroines are depicted naked, whereas all the other in the same scene are represented 
fully clothed. In spite of the nude postures of women in the paintings of Ajanta, obscenity is not felt. There 
is a sense of divinity and spirituality rather sensuality in the depiction of women. This world famous 
paintings were divided into two phases but the continuity of story told by them is wonderful. The 
representation of romanticism has been depicted in the cave paintings. The expression of freedom, pleasing 
design etc help to give more importance of spirituality than sensuality. Inspite of this women are not as a 
centre of attraction. Infact they are centre of affection, compassion, inspiration and power also. This makes 
the Ajanta paintings even more special and it therefore it demands a close scrutiny. The purpose of my 
article is to study the portrayal of women and her aesthetics in detail and provide a wholesome picture of 
their depiction. 
 

Session IV (04.45 PM - 06:30 PM IST): Socio-Religious and Ritual History 
Chairperson: Dr Daljit Singh 
 

(Five presentations of 13 minutes each, followed by discussion for 30 minutes) 

 

Religious Traditions Interpreted and Illustrated Through Examples of British Church Architecture 
in Madras 
Roshini Roy Festus 
PhD Scholar, Department of History of Art 
National Museum Institute (NMI) 
 
In 1684, Madras (present, Chennai) became the first Presidency of the English East India Company (EIC) 
under Elihu Yale, after whom the eponymous ivy league university in Connecticut is named. From the 17th 
century onward, due to the presence of numerous English merchants, traders, soldiers, civil servants etc. in 
Madras, there arose a need to construct church buildings to give the people a place to worship in the 
tradition and manner of the Church of England. Therefore, Anglican churches, such as St. Mary's in Fort 
St. George and St. Mark's in George Town, were built. In 1707, the Kingdoms of England and Scotland 
were united by the Act of Union and thus, the Kingdom of Great Britain was formed. With the growth of a 
substantial Scottish presence in the Indian subcontinent and especially in Madras, the need for Presbyterian 
ministers arose as did the need for Scottish Presbyterian churches that adhered to the traditions of the 
Church of Scotland and the Scottish Reformation. This paper endeavours to analyze the first Anglican 
church vis-à-vis the first Scottish church built by the British in Madras and assess the impact of these 
different traditions of Christianity on the built form, spatial organization, organizational hierarchy etc. It 
also attempts to gauge the influences of the socio-political and economic contexts of the time on the 
churches of these different Christian traditions. Finally, it briefly deals with how these edifices and 
institutions continue to function in their contemporary contexts. 
 
Society and Religious Beliefs of the Harappan Civilization 
Elorananda Pathak 
Assistant Professor 
Department of History 
Dakshin Kamrup College 
 
The Harappan Civilization was the urban and  most widespread of  the ancient civilizations of the world. 
Despite a growing body of archaeological evidence, the social and religious life of the Harappans is still a 
matter of speculation. While the sites lack any structures that can be called a temple, a number of terracotta 
female figurines suggests worship of female goddessses. The Harappans also worshipped male gods is 
suggested, for example, by the seal found at Mohenjodaro where a figure is shown seated in a yogic 
posture surrounded by animals. Numerous animals and plants depicted  in seals, sealings, amulets and 
copper tablets are thought to be of having cultic significance. The Great Bath is associated with ritualistic 
bathing. As regards social life of the Harappans, human terracottas, both male and female, throw a 
considerable light on the dress habits, jwellery and hairstyle of the people. Craft specialization and the 
great divergence in house types, indicates some degree of social stratification. The society consisted of 
various occupational groups like administrative officials, religious personalities, craftspeople, farmers, 



merchants etc.Though the Harappan people left behind innumerable artefacts and structures and as their 
script remains undeciphered, a complete picture of the society is yet to be drawn. Also the tendency to 
include elements of later Hinduism in Harappan religion is a matter of debate. 
 
Cultural Interaction and Religious Traditions of India: A Study of Non-Muslims of Punjab during 
the Ghaznavid Period 
Anait Khan 
Research Scholar 
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh, India 
 
The advancement of Ghaznavids power towards the east has made great progress in bridging the two 
cultures that is, Central Asian and Indian. It was influenced by the interaction and communication of 
people of different backgrounds, languages, religions, and traditions. Before the arrival of Ghaznavids Raja 
Jai Pal was the ruler of Punjab. Mahmud of Ghazna conquered it in 1021 A.D. and later made it his 
provincial capital. With the establishment of his rule a new cultural center was established at Lahore, which 
attracted Persian scholars and Sufi saints from Khurasan, Iran, and Central Asia. Migrating to Punjab and 
became part of its population had a great impact on the already existing population, their religious 
traditions, customs, and literature etc. Punjab furnishes a phenomenal picture of the synthesis of different 
divergent cultural trends by the assimilation and adjustment in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. While in 
his different expeditions Mahmud and Masud acquired uncounted Hindus as prisoners and slaves of Ghazni 
from different places of northern India. On the other hand, they were also in Ghaznavid services, both civil 
as well as military. Their recruitment in the Ghaznavid army became a regular feature. Apart from this they 
also cultivated various branches of science and excellent philosopher, good mathematicians, and 
astronomers. 
 
Puritanism, Radicalism and Resistance: The Genesis of Wahabi Ideology in the City of Azimabad 
(18th – 19th Century) 
Ghazala Rasheed 
MPhil Research Scholar 
Department of History 
University of Delhi 
 
Azimabad also emerged as a centre of migrant families from Khurasan and Central Asia. Some of them 
were involved in the dissemination of knowledge and imparting of the education. They were the recipients 
of the revenue free grants from the officials of the Mughal subehdar as well as from the officials of the 
Nizamad period. However, after the grant of the diwani to the English East India Company stringent 
measures were adopted for the financial resources and consequently the revenue free grants were resumed 
the families of the grantees became the main victims of such policies of the English East India Company. 
The infamous Inam Commission (A.D. 1828-46) practically destroyed the migrant families who were 
generally recipient of the revenue grants from the pre-colonial times. W.W.Hunter has graphically 
described the most disastrous impact of this policy on the institution of Indo-Islamic learning and the 
marginalisation of the Indo-Islamic elite of Eastern India. The economic depravity of the marginalised 
“Indo-Islamic” elite ultimately resulted in the ideological opposition of the colonial rule. By this time the 
Wahhabis and Farazis have started taking roots among the Muslims of Upper-Gangetic valley. The people 
of Azimabad became a recipient of this “radical-ideology”. The paper seeks to engage some of the issues 
related to the marginalisation, exclusion and deprivation of the landed elite of the city of Azimabad and 
their sympathies for the radical ideology of puritanism. 
 
Caste and Sexuality in Nagar-Shobha 
Swapnil Chaudhary 
Ph.D. Research Scholar 
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences 
ISER, Mohali, India 
 
This work analysis a medieval Indian text ‘Nagar-Shobha’, written by Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khanan. This 
article explores the link between caste and sexuality, and present the different notions of social structure. 
Caste was not given an important place in Medieval Indian literary culture except by the socio-religious 
reformers. It was not only different occupational groups which were divided in several castes but they were 
also segregated into classes. The idea of women sexuality was perceived according to her class status and 
women body was presented as object to lure clients.  The most important aspect of this work is that upper 



castes had been put in beginning of the text and lower castes in later part. Earlier, scholars has only praised 
Rahim for his verses and presented him as a person who loved Hindu society but no brought the misogynist 
and patriarchal aspect of this text. Rahim was a great scholar and warrior but he, with his verses in this text, 
brought up true picture of medieval Indian village society. Some words like eyes, lover, and separation had 
been used extensively to make verses more appealing. Language of the text seems simple but it had 
obscene meanings also that is the central theme of the text. In this work, theories of humor has also been 
used to interpret the verses. 
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The Variegated Adaptations, Agrarian Expansion and Rural Commercialization in Radha between 
600 – 1200 C. 
Somreeta Majumdar 
 
According to the construct of Indian Feudalism, the period between 600 – 1200 CE is marked by urban 
decay leading to the self-sufficient agrarian village economy at the cost of commercial activities. The 
economic condition of Radha sub-region of Bengal lying between the Chhotanagpur plateau on the west 
and the Ganges Delta on the east appears to conform that both urban centres, mercantile elites which 
loomed large in the fifth – sixth centuries land sale grants are conspicuously absent in the inscriptions from 
eighth – ninth centuries onwards. Coined currency as medium of exchange is also absent even as references 
in inscriptions in contrast to the circulation of Gupta gold and silver coins found in earlier period. A close 
study of the natural border of the settlements as mentioned in the inscriptions along with the pattern of 
chronological cultural succession of archaeological sites distributed in various micro-regional geographical 
zones of Radha sub-region leads to an alternative interpretation of adaptation strategies varying with the 
diverse geographical niches of Radha sub-region. The evidences of various craft activities found in 
structural religious sites and habitational sites accompanied the expansion of agrarian settlements and 
development of nodes of exchange networks of rural society. The purpose of this essay is to argue the 
scope of rural commercialization as a consequence of growth of agrarian surplus economy, horizontal and 
vertical expansion of state society in diverse geographical micro-regional zones of Radha sub-region of 
Bengal between 600 – 1200 CE. 
 
The origin of Copper Metallurgy: New Evidence from Malari, Uttarakhand 
Amita Gupta 
Assistant Professor (History) 
Department of Social Sciences & Languages  
Lovely Professional University 
 
The beginnings of metallurgy in Garhwal are contentious. The first copper objects evidence in this region 
were recorded c. 2500 years ago, and their production has been tentatively linked to centers found in the 
central Himalayan zone. This assumption, however, is unsupported by evidence for copper smelting in 
those centers before the discovery in recent years. This assumption, however, is unsupported by evidence 
for copper smelting in those centers before the discovery in recent years. The research will present findings 
from recent explorations in Garhwal Himalaya, which have revealed the region's earliest direct evidence 
for copper smelting. Copper smelting activities began there approximately 2500 years ago, 
contemporaneous with the proliferation of copper objects. Through petrological analyses of copper slag, 
minerals, ores, and artifacts, the researcher demonstrates the presence of an established metallurgical 



technology during this period, exploiting multiple sources for raw materials. These results evidenced the 
known record of copper smelting in this region, with substantial implications. Extractive metallurgy 
appears at this location, and the remains of copper smelting are reviving the possibility of multiple, 
independent inventions. 
 
Ethnoarchaeology of traditional Sheet Metal Technology Practiced in Ghutkepara or Ajay Pally at 
Katwa in Burdwan District 
Milan Chandra Roy 
Assistant Professor 
Department of History, Syamsundar College 
 
Tradition of brass and bell metal work is still persisting in different parts of eastern India. These are non-
industrial mode of technology and production, which is Practice by a number of hereditary groups. As 
example Kangsbanik, Karmakar, Kansari and Dhokra Kamar etc. Ajay pally or Ghutkepara is one 
important traditional brass sheet metal technology center at Katwa town in Burdwan District. Artisans of 
Ghutkepara or Ajay pally at Katwa are expert in large brass sheet metal work. They produce big basin by 
hammering method (all so called wrought metal technique) from big brass sheet. Big brass sheet is the 
primary raw materials for this craft. The author used to make the direct observation method here. In this 
paper an attempt has been made to discuss the technological aspect of contemporary brass work, which is 
practiced by artisans of Ajay pally at Katwa. It may also highlight the sources of raw material, different 
tools, their processing, techniques of shaping and finishing of objects etc. 
 
Silk Road and Religious Exchanges in the Trans-Himalayas; A Study of Its Impact on Ladakh 
Vilayat Ali 
Ph.D. Scholar at Centre of Advanced Studies Department of History 
Aligarh Muslim University 
 
Silk Road has played a crucial role in transitioning of socio-religious and cultural ideas in the regions 
laying on this historical route. This road was originated from China to inner Asia and then to Europe by 
crossing all kinds of deserts, forests, and mountains via small passes of Trans-Himalayas, including the 
Ladakh route, which was situated on the passing of Khotan and Kashgar. The connectivity of Ladakh on 
this road has highly influenced on the transition of religious and cultural ideologies in the region because, 
along with traders, different religious preachers and missionary monks travelled via this route to preach 
their religious doctrines. The impact of these missionaries, traders and invasions from the neighbour 
kingdoms changed the religious lives of the people in the region drastically. The said region has served to 
carry out the Buddhist art and culture from India to China and other Central Asian countries. The 
continuous interchange of faith and ideas on this route paved a way for the religious doctrines of 
Buddhism, Islam and Christian to find its roots in this small region. Today Ladakh has inhabited by an 
ardent follower of Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikh, and Christianity. 
 
A History of Paper (Kakaz) Manufacture in Kashmir. 
Sanah Nisar Khan 
Masters in Archaeology 
University of Kashmir 
 
The art of paper making has been a speciality of the people of Kashmir. In India, the first paper industry 
was developed in Kashmir and this paper was called Koshur Kakaz. History has witnessed that Kashmir is 
famous for its paper industry. Kashmir paper was in much demand in the rest of the country for 
manuscripts and was used by all who wished to impart dignity to their correspondence. It was carried to 
Kashmir for the first time during the reign of Sultan Zainul Abedin (1420-1470). Sultan Zainul Abedin is 
said to have established it in Nowshera and Ganderbal. The paper produced in Kashmir is famous in the 
whole of India. Nevertheless, there was a great demand of Kashmir paper in India and large quantity of it 
was exported to India. The Kashmiri paper were demanded in different parts of the country mainly in 
Sialkot (Punjab), Zafarabad in district Janupur, Bihar, Bengal, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, Aurangabad and 
Mysore.  paper was in great demand in India during the reign of Emperor Akbar. Considering the 
importance of Paper industry, this paper is focused on understanding Paper (Kakaz) making in Kashmir 
and reviving the handmade paper industry of Kashmir by making people aware of the heritage that once 
existed. It’s plausible that this study can pave way for reviving this industry. 
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Chairperson: Professor Rakesh Tiwari 
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Emergence and Expansion of Buddhism in Kashmir Valley: An Overview 
Naheed Ahmed 
Research Scholar 
Department of History including Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archaeology 
Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University 
 
In this study, I present the study of Buddhism in Jammu region on the basis of archaeological remains 
recovers during the many excavation conducted by the Archaeological survey of India at Ambaran. In 
Jammu, though many excavations were conducted by the Archaeological Survey of India, Ambaran is the 
only Buddhist site among them. The evidences from excavation reveals it was a large Buddhist complex. 
Number of Archaeological remains recovers from the site during the excavation including terracotta head, 
Burnt brick, grey ware sherds of bowls, sherd of dark slipped product, human fingers, hands, legs, ears, 
torso parts including these of lady fingers with breasts covered with cloth and nipples shown with four 
dots, parts of bodies and drapery of Buddha or female devotees, ornaments, a fly whisk, a headless female 
deity were found. Recent archaeological excavations at Ambaran. Which has also the revealed a presence 
of four votive Stupas. It indicate the large monastics complex with stupa existed near Akhnoor. One of the 
very important finds of the site during the same year is relic casket which is not found elsewhere in Jammu 
and Kashmir. So on the basis of the archaeological remains I present my whole study. Which tell us about 
the emergence of Buddhism in Jammu region as well as the faith, beliefs, culture and living tradition of the 
peoples. 
 
Salvaging the Tangible Heritage and Retaining the Past: A Case Study in Natshal, Tamluk, West 
Bengal 
S. Banerjee 
Rabindra Bharati University 
  
S. Kumar 
Archaeological Survey of India 
 
Archaeology decodes the human past by studying its material-remains, and museology teaches how to 
retain tangible-intangible heritage for the future use; forasmuch, these two discourses acts as each sides of a 
single coin. Hence, for both the subject artefact collection and documentation technique is such a common 
instrument without which further academic proceedings are implausible. As far as tangible heritage of 
human past is concern, mishandling objects actually vandalizes its context and make the task obscure for 
scholars to reconfirm its heritage. However, sometimes through environmental routines when 
archaeological findings are exposed without any intentional human involvements, the graph towards 
heritage extinction ignites rapidly. Generally, those objects either become wasted; or else snatch attention 
of localites as treasures, which is also malign. In few exceptions, such objects get amass by dilettanti 
individuals who collects and save them from extinction. The archaeological site of Natshal situated in 
Midnapur, West Bengal; is such a site which facing the same problem nowadays due to riverine-erosion. 
From previous excavations the occupational level here codify its boundaries from Mesolithic level till the 
early-medieval phase. During the last few decades as a result of riverine-erosion various antiquities; i.e., 
animal remains, early-historic potteries, single-moulded terracotta figurines etc. are coming out in a routine 
manner at the riverbanks. A local resident; Mr. Prashanta Mondal, collected those unearthed objects and 
placed them at his residence. The collection is diverse and an acute example of unintentional object 
collection method; by documenting this ‘salvaging’, participation of an individual in community 
archaeology is been understood as a case-study. 
 
Shifting Cultivation (Rab) among the Mahadev Koli of Trimbakeshwar Tehsil, Nashik District: An 
Ethnoarchaeological Perspective 
Tanoy Sengupta 
M.Phil. Research Student 
Department of A.I.H.C. & Archaeology 
Deccan College PGRI 



Shahida Ansari 
Associate Professor 
Department of A.I.H.C. & Archaeology 
Deccan College PGRI 
 
Shifting cultivation refers to a system where fields are abandoned after regular or short periods of 
cultivation in favour of new or previously uncultivated land, occupies a distinct place in the history of 
agriculture practices and constitutes a vital part of the socio-economic development of human society. 
Though it has often been characterized as ‘primitive’ in nature, it is still widely prevalent. Mahadev Koli, 
one such ethnic community that are part of India’s rich intangible cultural heritage, has kept their age-old 
rab cultivation (a form of shifting cultivation) traditions alive by transmitting them to their future 
generations. A huge number of them are settled in Trimbakeshwar tehsil of Nashik district, and involved in 
rab farming in the hill slopes and flatlands of the Sahyadri range for their subsistence. As traditional 
knowledge and its practice are an indispensable part of the ethnic community’s culture and validate their 
identity; the present paper focuses on the methods of rab cultivation and the traditional knowledge system 
acquired from it. It further focuses on land rotation models, subsistence strategies and the impact of rab 
farming on the settlement pattern of Mahadev Koli from an ethnoarchaeological perspective, to see whether 
the present-day rab farming is a continuation of the past Chalcolithic traditions of the region or not. This 
study can be taken as a useful model for understanding the behavioural pattern of the communities 
presently practising shifting cultivation in the region. 
 
Living Traditions of Fishing Technologies in the Loktak lake of Manipur Valley (India): An 
Ethnoarchaeological Report 
Robinson Huidrom and Mayanglambam Mani Babu 
Department of Anthropology 
Manipur University 
 
The lakeshore of Loktak, the largest freshwater lake in north-eastern India, is the abode of a rural lois 
(caste) community for whom fishing is a primary source of livelihood and has a rich and longstanding 
tradition, the practice of which is the result of knowledge and experience passed down from ancestors. 
They employed myriad fishing appliances and gears that could readily harvest the aquatic species (mainly 
fishes), which is duly acquired with their adaptive strategies with lacustrine environments and seasonal 
scheduling of fishing activities in order to have productive harvesting of the aquatic fishes. The present 
ethnographic reports, recorded through extensive case studies, unstructured, and open-ended interview 
methods, on lakeshore fishing activities and strategies practices in the study site, reveals the usage of 
different fishing appliances such as gears and canoes suitable in the lake ecology. Within the 
ethnoarchaeological framework, the present article attempted – to provide the ethnographic generalizations 
of the craftsmanship of fishing appliances emphasizing the harvesting models, and to conjecture 
ethnographic postulates concerning the patterned behaviors of the fisher folks, in terms of reuse and discard 
pattern of the fishing appliances by applying the ethnographic analogy as a methodological research tool 
towards predicting the potential archaeological sites with abandoned fishing remnants. 
 
Scope of Archaeotourism and Development of Ancient Jain Sites of Karnataka. 
Rithik Pramod 
Department of Archaeology and Ancient Indian History 
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda 
 
Karnataka has a deep roots in spirituality and divinity. Karnataka is the Most important pilgrimage center 
in India . It has a large number of Jain Temples, Hindu shrines, Buddhist pilgrimages , Mosques and 
Churches. Jainism has always held a Predominant position in Karnataka . Jainism has flourished for over  
2000 years in Karnataka as a vital and powerful force. Jainism as a religion has received patronage from 
various dynasties like The Kadambas , the Gangas, Rashtrakutas , Chalukyas , Vijayanagara Empire , 
Mysore Wodeyars and rulers from other dynasties due to which It was assumed to be a state religion.  
During the rule of different dynasties numerous monuments in the form Of Basadis , temples and 
magnificent statues were built along to spread the principle and Doctrine of Jainism. More than 2000 Jain 
inscriptions have been found in different parts of the State. These monuments and structure exists still 
today and drawing the Attention of Jain pilgrims along with other tourists from all over the World. In this 
paper the researcher is going to concentrate on the development of ancient Jain sites in Karnataka which 
could boost tourism and economy of the state, understand the scope of Archeotourism , how to create 
awareness to the people about the neglected sites , conservation of the heritage sites and how to improve 



the flow of tourists in the sites with careful and sustainable suggestions. 
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Chairperson: Dr Arjun R. 
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Fractal as an approach to comprehend decorative pattern designs: A Case of Humayun Tomb, India 
Neha Geeta Verma 
PhD Research Scholar 
Dept. of Humanities & Social Sciences 
Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IITK) 
 
Mughal art architecture is known for the spectacular formations choreographed by patterns, geometry, and 
scaling, which follow a singular unity of style. Considering this, the paper uses geometry as an ordering 
paradigm and unifier of all aesthetic schemes through the fractal approach. Since 1975, mathematical 
theories of fractal geometry have been widely explored to study city planning, abstract art, and architecture 
to facilitate an analysis of complex works with an eye for self-similarity at different scales. The 
interpretation from a fractal perspective is not attempted on the decorative pattern designs. Considering 
this, the present paper attempts to analyze the nature of the relationship between fractal geometry and 
continuous decorations symbolic expressions of Mughal architecture, having “Humayun’s Tomb” as a case 
example. The paper observes that fractal aesthetics in Mughal patterns pursue a different notion of self-
similarity, simultaneously incorporating motifs at multiple—often, infinite scales within patterns. And 
notes that the religious ontology of paradise is integrated and epitomized into the structure through its 
decorative components and stylized expression. This paper uses the literature review of historical texts and 
research papers to understand religious ontology and fractal approach with the box-counting method to 
conduct the fractal-visual analysis of the architectural structure and the decorative components of the 
Humayun’s Tomb and its landscape. This research will propose its geometric physical implication as a 
deciphering method that aligns structural designs and their metaphysical connotations, providing a new 
perspective on Mughal art through the use of “Fractal Geometry” and as an interpretation approach. 
 
Narmadeshwar Temple, Oil, District Lakhimpur Kheri Uttar Pradesh: A Preliminary Study. 
Garima Singh 
Research Scholar 
Deccan College PGRI, Pune 411006 
  
Northern India (Uttarapatha), i.e. region north of Narmada River has witnessed culmination of temple 
architecture over a long period of time. A number of ruling dynasties from the Guptas in the 4th century 
CE to Late Mughals in the 18th century have played a major role in the evolution and transition of 
architectural activities in this region. The present paper is a preliminary study of sacred Frog Temple 
(Narmadeshwar Temple), which was once the heart of the present-day village Oil in the district of 
Lakhimpur Kheri in the Terai region of Uttar Pradesh. The temple stands unique among contemporary 
temples in the subcontinent, as it is built on tantric yantra. The paper will highlight the iconographical and 
architectural features of the Narmadeshwara Temple locally known as Mendhak or Mandook Temple as it 
is standing over the back of a giant frog hence Mendhak. However, the main deity of the temple is Lord 
Shiva. The elements of the North Indian temples usually include garbhgriha, antarala, mandapa, but this 
temple is hybrid in nature since it is heavily influenced by 7th century early Gop temples of Gujarat, and 
Mughal architecture to an extent. This paper is an initial attempt to document the forgotten legacy of the 
temple commemorated by Rajputs in the Oudh region. The paper will further discuss more into detail, its 
limitation, scope and problems. 
 
Megalithic Monuments of Zeme Nagas in Peren District, Nagaland 
Keyilam Lungalng 
Nagaland University 
 
The present paper is an outcome of an ethnographic study conducted in the two Zeme villages under Peren 
district, which is located in the southern part of Nagaland. The study was undertaken to examine the 
typology of various stone monuments and their archaeological relevance, associated meanings, functions of 
the stone monuments and to examine the socio-economic formation of the Zeme pre-colonial society and to 



understand the distribution pattern of the stone monuments with reference to landscape and popular folk 
beliefs. The erection of Zeme monuments is always associated with feast and various stages of feast held 
and the monuments erected are a result of competitive feasting activities and surplus economy of the 
community. However, there are indicative of recursive relations of mutual aid and solidarity among 
families, clan and khels being highly practiced among the Zemes. It is interesting to find out that almost all 
the megaliths are being erected in prominent places around the village vicinity or on their way to the field 
where it is widely visible by the passerby. The tradition of erecting monuments and the practice of 
megalithic culture has been an important tradition among the Zemes in the past and is still in practice albeit 
in smaller scale and in Christianized ways. 
 
Changing memories of monuments: Case Study of Khairwada Megalithic Circles, Wardha District, 
Maharashtra 
Oshin Prasannakumar Bamb 
Student,  
MA AIHC & Archaeology, 
Deccan College Post Graduate and Research Institute 
 
The memories which we ascribe to any monument are subjective and contextual with respect to time, place 
and the social identity of the person ascribing that memory. It is also obvious that the researches and 
perspectives differ considerably based on their objectives and the way of interpretation. Each perspective is 
a reflection of how we look at things and how they are kept alive in different forms, none less or more 
important than the other. The actual residents of the site and their memories about the monument deserve 
an honorable mention in mainstream writings. This article tries to look at how different can the memories 
among society be regarding a monument and how memories change over a period of time and thereby these 
changing memories themselves form a part of the history of the monument itself. For that the case study of 
a megalithic site Khairwada in Wardha District, excavated first in 1871 by J. J. Carey, in 1982 by Dr. S. B. 
Deo and Dr. A. P. Jamkhedkar, is being taken into consideration and to evaluate the aforementioned 
statements. This adds into commemorating the 150th year of research on Khairwada Megalithic Circles 
(1871-2021).   
 
Memorial Stones of Panchmahal District of Gujarat: An Assessment 
Sayan Roy 
Post-graduate Student (Erasmus Mundus ARCHMAT) 
Department of Biology 
Sapienza Universita Di Roma, Rome,  Italy 
  
Avradeep Munshi 
Faculty Member at North-Eastern Hill University 
Department of History and Archaeology 
Tura – 794001, Meghalaya 
  
Tanoy Sengupta 
M.Phil. Research Student 
Department of A.I.H.C. & Archaeology 
Deccan College Post-graduate & Research Institute, Pune 
 
The present paper aims to assess the Memorial Stones of Gujarat with particular reference to the 
Panchmahal District. Panchmahal is known for its rich cultural heritage, covering a wide array from pre-
history to the world heritage site of Champaner – Pavagadh Archaeological Park. However, not much is 
known to us about the memorial stones of this area.  Commemorating the dead is one of the fascinating 
aspects of humankind that we are practicing from time immemorial. Moreover, memorial stones add 
another feather to the crown of our rich cultural heritage in this realm. However, for Gujarat, expect a 
handful of articles; the rest we see are only mentions of these in various survey reports. Therefore, to 
change this perception, the present paper will try to give an overall idea of memorial stones of Gujarat 
unique to the Panchmahal district based on previous works and systematic documentation approaches. The 
paper will be presented to advance our understanding by considering the rich heritage of memorial stones 
and their importance to reconstruct the contemporary histories of a specific period. 
 
 
 



Session IV (04.45 PM - 06.30 PM IST): Sites and Explorations 
Chairperson: Dr V. N. Prabhakar 
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Re-visiting Ao Naga Ancestral Sites through Archaeology: A Preliminary Report on Jangjang 
Kimong and Koridang Sites 
Chubatoshi 
Research Scholar 
History & Archaeology Dept 
Kohima Campus 
Nagaland University 
 
The Ao Nagas are a tribal ethnic group of the Nagas who resides in the North-East of Nagaland in India. 
The Ao Naga ancestors travelled, lived and abandoned several sites during their course of migration from 
their place of origin- ‘Chungliyimti’ before they permanently occupied the vast mountainous region of 
Mokokchung district, Nagaland. There is a great degree of attachment of the people with the sites because 
they now own the land and cultivates it. Their oral traditions also talk volumes about their ancestors 
dwelling at the sites and events leading to their abandonment of the site. Therefore, these ancestral sites are 
inextricably associated with the Ao Nagas. However, the importance of the sites is poorly addressed or 
documented in a scholarly manner and is often exposed to disturbances caused by human activities over the 
years. The goals of the preliminary research at Jangjang Kimong and Koridang sites was to document the 
oral sources associated with the site, conduct test excavation and study the cultural materials and collect 
charcoal sample for c14 dating. The mode of oral tradition in the archaeological reconstruction of history 
was adopted for an explicit result. The preliminary work conducted on the sites gave a better understanding 
of the material culture, oral traditions and the prospects for future archaeological undertakings. 
 
An Archaeological Discussion on Important Finds at Chetru in Kangra : A Select Study. 
Sheetal Rana 
Associate Professor 
Museology Section,  Department of A.H.I.C and Archaeology, 
Faculty of Arts 
Banaras Hindu University 
 
The mound at Chetru, locally known as Bhimkatilā, represents a ruined Buddhist stūpa with a 
circumference of about 830 feet. The stone and brick of this ancient stūpa and few terracotta and copper 
objects are of the late Kuṣāṇa period (2nd- 3rd century A.D.). An unfinished image (7th century A.D.), 
locally known as Draupadī ,is a very significant find from this site. A Buddha-head and a detached 
Buddhist head are the other important finds from the same site and they are now preserved in the Lahore 
Museum. It is the only important monument from ancient times that indicates Dhamma activity in the 
Kangra Valley, though historical records suggest that the region was once the home of several important 
monastic centres. The term chetru is reminiscent of the Buddhist term chaitya. The site may be identical 
with that of a Buddhist vihāra near Kangra, referred to in Hiuen Tsang’s accounts. 
 
Geo-Archaeological Study of the Ajay-Damodar Interfluve Region 
Siddhartha Saha 
 M.A., PhD Scholar 
 A.I.H.C & Archaeology 
 Visva-Bharati University 
 
The present research attempts to understand the archaeological potentiality of the Ajay-Damodar Interfluve 
Region. This region lies between Ajay and Damodar River, and it has always been considered a potential 
area for archaeological sites mainly centring around West Bengal and South Jharkhand. The landscape in 
this interfluvial zone can be categorized into different ecozones. Therefore, it becomes imperative to 
understand the cultural development in this research area from the upstream to downstream through the 
passage of time from prehistoric to medieval periods by highlighting the importance of the region in 
respect of culture, religion, and strategic administrative centres of the cultural periods. This research work 
also studies the geomorphology of the region to understand the nature, formation, and distribution of the 
archaeological record on the present landscape. Also attempts to create the co-relation between settlement 



pattern and natural resources, as this is the most predominant factor to understand the location criteria of 
human settlement. An attempt has been made to understand the ceramic and other material of the sites to 
reconstruct the site activities, cultural contacts and probable provenance of such archaeological records. 
This work proposes a holistic understanding over a wide chronological framework from prehistoric to 
medieval times. 
 
Protection and Conservation of Archaeological Heritage in North-western Himalyas: A Case Study 
of Burzahom Neolithic Site. 
Showkat Ahmad Rather 
University of Kashmir 
  
Ubaid Ahmad Dar 
Indira Gandhi National Open University 
 
Nestled in the lap of the western Himalayas, Kashmir valley is home to a large number of Neolithic sites 
and among many Burzahom holds great archaeological value in terms of cultural continuity. 
Geographically, it is situated in the eastern side of the Srinagar city centre on the Yanderhoma Karewa near 
the foot of the Mahadeva mountain. Situated at this strategic location, it brings to light the cultural 
sequence of human settlement in the valley as early as 5000 B.P to 2000 B.P. Habitational structures along 
with stone tools, ceramics, and burials have been found at the site that belong to Neolithic, Megalithic and 
early historic periods of the valley. Of the unique features found in the Neolithic cultures, Swat like pits 
have been discovered in a first in the country and has raised immense debate among the archaeologists. 
Listed in the tentative UNESCO world heritage sites, Burzahom thereby proves to be a window to the 
glorious past of Northern India. Recently, however, the site has been desecrated in such a way that not a 
single hint from the texts we read is visible. All the borders of the land are razed, roads are then built across 
the centre of the site, resulting in the loss of archaeologically significant record. So, in this regard, in this 
paper, we attempt to summarise the current state of the Burzahom archaeological site and highlight the 
need for its preservation and restoration.  
 
A Report on Newly Discovered Prehistoric Sites and Lithic Implements in Dulung River Valley, 
Eastern India 
Baul S 
Research Fellow (UGC-NET) 
Department of Anthropology 
West Bengal State University 
  
Polley K 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Anthropology 
Bidhannagar College 
 
This article reveals newly discovered prehistoric sites as well as stone tools, observed in the Dulung River 
valley of the Subarnarekha basin in eastern India. Dulung River valley, which falls in the lower 
Subarnarekha basin was unexplored. So, an attempt has been made to explore the Dulung river valley and 
to find out evidences of prehistoric human behaviour. The exploration has been conducted by intensive foot 
surveying and the area had been selected purposefully based on exposure of Quaternary sediments and 
erosional activity of the landforms by the study of colour satellite images with the help of GIS tools like 
ISRO Bhuban and Google Earth. As a result, plenty of lithic implement has been found from twenty-eight 
different sites in the drainage basin of the river. The sites are present near the paleochannels of the Dulung 
river and in the vicinity of water resources. Palaeolithic tools have mostly been found over the eroded 
ferricrete surface and sometimes embedded the ferricrete layer. These implements include mostly 
handaxes, bifacial cutting tools, scrapers, and cores of Palaeolithic period. Microliths have been observed 
over loosely ferruginous surface and also at the junction of the ferricrete layer and latosol layer. Microliths 
include mostly lunates, scrapers, microblade and debitage. The result of this study will add new data to 
understand past human behavioural patterns in the field of prehistoric study in eastern India. 
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(Five presentations of 13 minutes each, followed by discussion for 30 minutes) 

 
Matters of the Household among the Charans of Western Rajasthan. 
Tripti Deo 
Assistant Professor 
Department of History 
Lakshmibai College, University of Delhi 
 
The charans of Rajasthan, popularly known as the 'bards' and the genealogists of the Rajputs is one of the 
most well known communities in Rajasthan. It is because of their invaluable oral and written literary 
narratives that we have a rich understanding of the region especially in context of the socio-political 
regional formations and cultural lives of not only the Rajputs of Rajasthan, but also of the rich cultural 
diversity of the region. The aim of this paper is to explore the household and socio-cultural lives of this 
community. Keeping them at the centre of my discussion and through exploration of some unpopular 
unpublished sources in the archives like the sanad parwarna bahis, I intend to showcase the myriad issues 
that this community was grappling with. Moreover, rather than contextualizing them as genealogists and 
bards of the Rajputs, I want to explore them as 'individuals' and their concerns. I believe that the charan 
household would have many stories to tell and insights that we can engage with, that indeed would 
contribute in constructing the social history of the community. In my long drawn research on charans of 
Rajasthan, I have realized that whatever is known of this community is solely through the vantage point of 
the Rajputs. Its time, that we start exploring and reconstructing the socio-cultural histories of this 
community. The shift in this study, through newer questions on the issues of their household practices like 
marriage, adoption, festivals, patronage - client relationship, problems of mundane life etc would enlighten 
us in uncovering the lives of charans that has not drawn the attention of historical scholarship so far. 
 
The Encounter of Imperialism and Knowledge Transfer in the Western Ghats 
Donal Thomas 
Doctoral Student/Teaching Assistant 
Department of History  
State University of New York at Stony Brook  
Social and Behavioral Sciences Building S-334 
Stony Brook, New York 
 
The paper explores how the Western Ghats, one of India’s largest hot spots of biodiversity, fits into the 
broader understanding of knowledge transfer during European Imperialism. The arguments will build and 
develop based on the exchange of knowledge between the indigenous world with colonial powers and the 
imperial and native valuing of the environment. The study will centre on the 19th-century framework, 
where power structures keep changing with Europeans’ advancement to the unexplored soils in the inner 
lands. The paper, in particular, focuses on Munnar, a hill station in British India, where the European 
introduction of plantations including tea, eucalyptus and other floral varieties altered the entire geography 
of the natural world. The Munnar and the Western Ghats story give a unique understanding of imperial 
advancements in the hills, using the colonial exploration projects as evidence to support my argument. In 
general, I am trying for a decolonial reading of European imperialism in the hills of Western Ghats. The 
paper’s sources would include travelogues, personal letters, British official correspondences, military and 
revenue records etc. but not limited to the colonial accounts. 
 
Historical Gurudwaras of Princely States: A Case Study of Phulkian State 
Rimaljeet Kaur 
Research Scholar 
Panjab University 
 
Sikh Architecture is a style of architecture that developed under the Sikh empire and is not restricted only 
to the religious aspect. This style of architecture has different styles of buildings that are both secular and 
religious in nature, namely; forts, havelis or bungas, palaces and Gurudwaras (places of worship of the 



Sikh community). Gurudwaras in its literal translation means the door of the guru, a door that leads to the 
dwelling of the guru. Gurudwaras had started as simple one room structures and have over the time grown 
into elaborate and distinctive structures that are related to the Sikh faith. Some Gurudwaras have historical 
significance attached to them as they are related directly to one of the 10 Sikh gurus or they hold some relic 
of the Guru Sahibs. The chiefs of the princely states in Punjab had done a huge effort for the development 
of Gurudwaras in their region. In this paper, my aim to study and reflect on the architecture of the 
Gurudwaras in the princely states, with reference to Phulkian states since this was the only state which had 
culmination of Patiala, Nabha and Jind. The state is now divided into Panjab and Haryana both, leaving a 
strike difference in the development of the Gurudwaras. To realize the study of this paper, architectural 
study and comparative analysis of the Gurudwaras were done which was supported with extensive field 
work. 
 
The Development of Clock Towers in Punjab Before 1947 
Manmeet Kaur 
Research Scholar 
Department of Art History and Visual Arts 
Panjab University 
 
The majority of Indian states were already under British rule and Punjab was one of the last states of the 
Indian subcontinent to fall under British power. Numerous outsiders invaded India resulting in creation of 
architectural styles that reflect their ancestral and adopted homes. Similarly, with coming of the Britishers, 
their cultural influences began to impact architecture. As buildings of different styles of architecture were 
already built in Indian states, Anglo-Indian architecture emerged in Punjab as well. Various structures were 
constructed, including clock towers, which demonstrates the variation and evolution through time in 
different states followed by their later development in cities of Punjab. Clock towers, also known as 
“Ghanta Ghar”, freestanding structure constructed as an important British building, which depicts the 
influences and progress of Anglo-Indian architecture. The aim of the study is to discover the Anglo-Indian 
architectural influences, styles and forms as well as to examine the building materials and compare clock 
towers in Punjab to that of other states before 1947 built under British Empire. This study is an attempt to 
investigate the development of clock tower architecture in terms of design and layout in several cities of 
present Punjab before independence, such as Amritsar, Ludhiana, Fazilka, and others in contrast to other 
states built much earlier by the Britishers. In order to summarize, extensive fieldwork was conducted which 
comprise of data collecting, data analysis, and site visits. 
 
Redefining Dancing Girl: A Re-appraisal Through Ethnoarchaeological and Historical Approach 
Disha Ahluwalia 
Research Scholar 
Dept. of Archaeology and Ancient History 
Maharaja Sayajirao University Baroda  
  
Riddhee Joshi 
Masters Student (MA) 
Dept of Studies in Ancient History and Archaeology 
University of Mysore 
 
Right from the conception of the study of Harappan civilization and culture with its discovery in the 1920s, 
the crux of cultural interpretation of the material procured over the years from Harappan sites has been 
tightly wound to colonial perspectives on the oriental culture. One such example of a vividly colonised 
interpretation is the Bronze Dancing Girl statuette procured from Mohenjo Daro in 1926. The “Aboriginal, 
Negroid” expressions of the Dancing Girl was put forth in her description as a ‘Nautch Girl’ and was 
paralleled to the devadasis of the times contemporary to the British. Following the interactions with several 
ideas and concepts on the nature and proposed nomenclature of the Dancing girl and her cultural 
significance, a more regionalised study on the representation of the Dancing Girl’s expressions, cultural 
and ethnic significance along with archaeological parallels was seemingly pertinent to be brought about to 
have a comprehensive interpretation in lieu of an indigenous perspective. It was also pertinent to cultivate a 
fresh understanding of the cultural impact, that similar composite figures went through in the spatial and 
temporal contexts similar and contemporary to that of Mohenjo Daro’s Dancing Girl. Thus, this paper aims 
at carefully de-constructing the colonial theories on the nature of the Dancing Girl using 
ethnoarchaeological and artistic parallels seen throughout cultures that were spatially and temporally in 
close proximity to the context of the Dancing Girl. The paper also aims at forming a holistic understanding 



of the nature of Dancing Girl while addressing her overall physical and artistic expressions that have time 
and again, defined her representation. 
 

Session II (10.45 AM - 12.45 PM IST): Gender, Caste, Sex and Religious Identities 
Chairperson: Professor Charu Gupta 
 

(Five presentations of 13 minutes each, followed by discussion for 35 minutes) 

 
Gender Historiography 
Aman Jaiswal 
Research Scholar (PhD).  
Department of History, University of Delhi 
 
Gender is undeniably one of the most important factors of any society. Not only gender molds socio-
cultural relations, dictates terms of interaction of the sexes and exposes the underlying structures of 
patriarchy, it also provides an epistemology to understand different processes in different temporal-spatial 
zones and understand and help understand aspects of colonialism, nationalism, caste, religion etc. with a 
new lens. Over the time, different scholars have worked on different aspects of gender and have tried to 
understand various phenomenon and challenge the existing notions through its gender analysis. Here we 
will discuss these different historiographical traditions that emerged in gender particularly in reference to 
India. According to Geraldine Forbes, since 19th century we find the evidence of early evidence of writings 
on women, but rather than reflecting the concerns of women, it actually reflected the perceptions of both 
colonial government as well as the local population wherein women became just the site where patriarchal 
forces asserted their power. So, the histories of this period talked about a golden age of women, followed 
by a declining Middle Ages where the condition of women became worse.  The colonial history projected 
history as women’s evolution to modernity wherein Britishers acted as an agent of emancipation and savior 
of women. Secondly both the European text and ancient texts they cited to justify their claims, projected a 
particularistic image of women who was self-sacrificing, devoted and occasionally rebellious and 
dangerous. 
         
Civilization and its Discontents: The Sociological Repression of Biology (Sex) 
Boby Gautam 
M.Phil. Research Scholar 
University of Delhi, Department of History 
 
Sigmund Freud's Civilization and Its Discontent is a major text that I have chosen to demonstrate the 
conflicts between sociology and biology. This book was written in 1929 and published in German in 1930, 
although, Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality, first published in 1905, was Sigmund Freud's primary 
idea about sociological repression over biology.  In this paper, I will demonstrate that how sociological 
civilization & culture represses the biological sex, but simultaneously sex, as a biological harmony, counter 
sociology in the forms of social restricted sexual norms such as incest sexual norms i.e., sex in blood 
relation. The Victorian authoritative combination of ethics with sexuality suppresses sexual norms, but my 
major question will be that how and why sociological ethics & morality tagged some division of sexuality 
as unnatural sex and uncivilized? Sigmund Freud has done the first intellectual revolt against this old 
attitude latterly his followers who rediscovered sex as sociological suppression. Freudian and left radical 
intellectual V. F. Calverton has conceptualized sex as a living fire that nothing will extinguish by 
sociological civilization & culture. Religion, as a social mechanism, is a major determinant factor to 
repress sexuality since the formation of social mechanisms. Faramerz Dabhoiwala theorised sexual revolts 
as the origin of sex which he shows how people came out to counter socially restricted sexuality in 17th & 
18th century Europe.  I will combine all these sociological repressions in Reinhold Niebuhr's perception 
about the collectivism of social conflicts of human behaviour in every sort of society & George Simmel’s 
concept of sociability as different forms of social interaction and human association 
 
Representation on Women and Gender in Zia Barani’s Tarikh-i Firoz Shahi 
Asra Alavi 
PhD. Scholar 
Center of Advanced Study Department of History 
Aligarh Muslim University 
 



Tarikh-i Firoz Shahi of Zia Barani, covers the reign of eight sultans, starting from Balban up to the early 
years of Firoz Shah Tughluq, thus covering ninety-five years of the sultanate’s history. The importance of 
this source has already been established while writing the history of the period, it has been exponentially 
used to write political, administrative, and economic history, however, its value as a source for writing the 
social history with special emphasis on women and gender study is yet to be utilised. This paper tries to fill 
the gaps which exist in the historiography of the sultanate period while writing the history of women and 
gender and by using the Tarikh as the primary source of study, the paper argues that despite the lacuna, the 
same sources which have been exhaustively used by various ranks of historians to write on the more 
‘dominant’ themes in history, can also be used to write about the women of the period.  The paper will also 
argue that women and gender studies are of intrinsic value while writing the political, administrative, 
economic, and social history of the period. Lastly, the paper will reflect how Barani writes about women 
and gender in his Tarikh.   
 
Gender through Fables: Status of Women in Pancatantra and Jātaka Tales 
Santosh Kumar 
Research Scholar 
Department of History 
University of Delhi 
 
Fables are an important and very popular genre in ancient Indian literature. But like any other literature of 
ancient India, even these fables don’t exist exclusively but rather are interspersed within a broader theme. 
Fables are most of times not the end but rather the means to the end. Not just rhythm, not just rasa, not just 
emotions; it also produce images. It also produces values. the texts in consideration in our paper-
Pancatantra, Jātaka stories & in the portions of Śānti Parva in Mahābhārata etc. are not collections of fables 
per say but rather serves a greater purpose. Many a times, scholars cherry pick references in favor or 
against our arguments. Thus, our understanding of the past gets colored by our perceptions of the present. 
We then overlook the underlying structure, the context, and the collective psyche of the society that 
produces and consumes such work. Also, most of the ancient texts are not work of a particular time. 
Composition of such works stretch to many centuries, especially in the case of fables, stories exist in oral 
form long time before they are finally written down. While reading ancient Indian texts we often assume 
the text as a unitary, homogenous and static text. Thus, we overlook the influences exerted by other texts 
on the text in consideration and conversely, the influences exerted by the source text on later text. In fact, a 
text is never a dead past, text is re-edited, interpolated, reiterated, debated through the centuries whih needs 
to be historically evaluated. 
 
 
Muslim Women and Education: A Study of Urdu Magazines as Sources 
Ilama Naz 
M.Phil. Research Scholar 
Department of History, University of Delhi 
 
My paper will deal with the Muslim intellectual the contemporary and role of women in educational 
expansion on the ground level. I will also analyse the contemporary political reforms and policies and their 
impact on Muslim women education in the early 20th century, which highlights the literary work which has 
been exclusively written, published or edited by Muslim Women. An attempt is made to study the women 
discourses and their revolutionary ideas related to gender issues along with other women ideologies. An 
attempt is also made to investigate the nature of contemporary movements and views regarding women 
education has also been focused here, and to what extent they were concerned to provide traditional and 
modern education to Muslim women in the 20th century. In the 19th and 20th centuries, in India, the 
printing press changed the nature of social dimensions. In Indian society, where the vast majority were 
Illiterate especially Women, print broke the barrier of access to knowledge to all castes and classes. The 
role of the press changes the social and educational sphere for Muslim women. Women's journals in Urdu 
are essential to understand the social and educational reforms among middle-class Muslim women who 
were kept in the 'purdah'. I will discuss, the women's questions among Indian Muslim reformers and issues 
discussed by women in Urdu journals. For that, women's literary works became increasingly important and 
informative in the early 20th century. 
 
 
 



Self-introspection and Transition: A Trans Woman’s Entity on Parenting in Stuck in the Middle 
with You 
Monisha M. 
Ph.D. Research Scholar, 
Sree Ayyappa College for Women, Chunkankadai 
 
Transgender is a concept used to describe people who hold different gender identity than their birth sex. 
Many transgenders are prescribed hormones by their doctors to change their bodies as part of the process of 
transition. Some of them also undergo operations. But not everyone in transgender can or will take these 
steps, and it's important to know it's not about medical procedures being transgendered. In LGBT, trans 
prejudice is clearly higher among females than males and heterosexuals, there is also evidence that 
transgender people may be marginalized within the LGBT community when they violate traditional gender 
roles. A transsexual woman is one who wishes to physically transition to the sex she identifies with. 
Jennifer Finney Boylan is a highly praised trans woman author and professor. She is an activist and her 
involvement in social activities for LGBT people, especially for trans men and women in general. This is a 
memoir about Boylan’s transition from a man to a woman, while married and raising a family.  It explores 
how gender roles affect our viewpoint of our family as parents and how our own parents see each other. 
This paper deals with how Jennifer Finney Boylan's memoir Stuck in the Middle with You, A Memoir of 
Parenting in Three Genders reflects on her role as a trans parent and also about her journey from Dad to 
both mom and dad. 

 

Special Lecture (12.45 PM - 01.45 PM IST) 
 

Reimagining History: Gendering Colonial India 
Professor Charu Gupta, Department of History, University of Delhi, Delhi, India 

 

Session III (02.15 PM - 04.00 PM IST): Indigenous and Tribal History 
Chairperson: Ms. Manjusha K. A. 
 

(Five presentations of 13 minutes each, followed by discussion for 30 minutes) 

 
Tribal History: A Study of its Problems and Prospects 
Rakesh Kumar 
Ph.D Research Scholar 
Department of Tribal Studies 
Central University of Jharkhand 
 
History represents peoples but in the historical context of our country it has been primarily based on long 
dated monarchy and political influence of their reigned over neighbouring rulers. Historical writing on 
common people in our country is almost absent and the few researches and books which are available on 
them have relatively little concerned about their history. After introducing subaltern history in the writing 
processes on marginalized and common peoples of India e.g. peasants, women, dalits and tribal people etc. 
have been increased as a small pace in greater speciation to write their history and identity in the past 
exploitation. Research in tribal history which generally reflects affective community domain have 
relatively more concerned with the tribal peoples in which there were no feudatory state’s rule. They have 
been living from aeon period in their traditional village economy and still yet most of them have depended 
in their surrounding jungle and land for their livelihoods. If appropriate periods are to be established for 
tribal history, we must define substantial changes of economic organization, direction and pace of activity. 
Along with all of these things we must focused on tribal movements and resistances against colonial rulers 
and landlords who belonged from different culture from them.  
 
Role of Various Social Groups in the Domain of Temple Patronage in Odisha: A Study from 7th c. 
CE to 13th c. CE 
Barada Prasad Jena 
Research Scholar, 
Department of A.I.H.C & A 
Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan 
 
Early medieval Odishan history is widely considered as the age of temple culture. Through royal patronage 



large number of temples was erected across Odisha. Temples had been functioned smoothly on the basis of 
timely gifts and donations to it. Temples largely benefitted from the close relation it shared with various 
social groups in its vicinity. Various occupational communities played a resourceful role in the supply of 
necessary items to the temples for its daily functioning. Various epigraphic records refer about huge 
donations to temples. Apart from royal donation, non-royal donors i.e., elite individuals, people from 
various professions were endowed to those temples. Land and villages were granted to temples and 
assigned for supply of various agricultural products, animal products, and necessary products for the 
maintenance of those temples. Professional communities like malakara or florists, herdsman or pastoralists, 
‘kampus’ or agriculturalists and kumbhkara or potter etc., were assigned to supply a certain amount of 
items to these temples. The present paper aims to analyse and review about the role of various occupational 
communities, associated with the temples in the proper maintaining of temples’ life. This paper will trace 
the interaction of these professional groups of society in the context of various temples of early medieval 
Odisha. 
 
Hierarchy of Caste over Female Body in Malabar Coast 
Sona Mariya Thomas, 
Department of History 
Pondicherry University 
   
PM Sayyida Tahani 
Department of History 
Farook College 
Calicut University 
 
The paper looks at various forms of control that patriarchal forms of power implied on the female body and 
the resistance to it in Malabar Coast, India. In the early modern and modern period, the Namboothiris were 
at the topmost position in the hierarchy of caste, which existed in Malabar. They envisioned caste purity 
through the commanding of vicious control over its females. Right from their birth, they had to face 
disparity and discrimination. The story of Thathrikutty, a Namboothiri Woman, showed the daring 
demeanour and audacious determination that she was able to trump the patriarchal norms of the 
Namboothiri community. The fight that Thathrikutty put forward made her a social reformer, and she was 
triumphant in overturning all the pre-set conditioned moral codes the women were made liable to follow 
and set forth a rebellion and became the forebearer of a momentous change. The politics of representation 
and different viewpoints influenced the construction of the image of Thathrikutty, with the two extremes 
being: one, rooted in the notion of morality and the other as a powerful symbol of vengeance. The paper 
would use sources like Court Trial Records, Regional records, British Administrative Records, etc., of the 
concerned period. 
 
Being Garo 
Binea M. Momin 
Research Scholar, 
Department of History 
North Eastern Hill University 
 
This paper focuses on the Garo, one of the major tribes of the State of Meghalaya. Belonging to the Tibeto-
Burman family group and one of the few remaining matrilineal societies in the world, the Garo are found 
not only in Meghalaya. A sizeable number of Garo settlements are also found in other parts of northeast 
India like Assam, West Bengal, Tripura, Nagaland and even in Bangladesh. Historically, some of these 
settlements like those in lower Assam and Bangladesh are centuries old. With the creation of Garo hills 
district and subsequent political boundaries, many of them were cut off from the main hill population. 
Since then they have been reduced to a minority group, struggling for their ethnic rights, identity and 
continue to do so even today. This paper aims to show how the people of the tribe, within and outside Garo 
Hills, still continue to have a strong tribal consciousness. It will relook the present day Garo identity 
utilizing the methodological development in the study of identity issues and to bring in the discussions 
some of the neglected aspects and features in the study of Garo history and culture. This paper comprises of 
three parts- the first part discusses the broad perspectives and approaches, the second part talks about 
people in general and the third discusses about the Garo beyond Garo Hills of Meghalaya.  
 
 
 



Social Transition Among the Mala Arayan Tribes of Kerala 
Teresa Joshy 
Post Graduate 
Department of History Madras Christian College (Autonomous) 
 
This paper is an attempt to study the economic transition and the change of lifestyle among the Mala 
Arayans. It also examines the relationship between economic progress and political backwardness. The 
research utilised the historical and descriptive approach. The collection of Ethnographic data was from 
government records, reports and websites. The references also cover the census, government gazettes, 
archives and newspapers. The study tries to consider some of the relevant discussions on tribes and their 
relations with mainstream society. Mala Arayans lead a better life in terms of education and social status 
and are more developed than other tribes. Yet, they are backward in the political and administrative fields. 
Job reservation and socio-economic achievements of the Christian Mala Arayans have positive 
relationships. There is a high representation of students in all streams of education. Discontinuance is also a 
common phenomenon in all categories of Mala Arayans. Failure and family problems are the reasons for 
the discontinuation. Today also the Mala Arayan share a nominal workforce in the agricultural sector. The 
present study only provides an insight into the Mala Arayan society. Further studies can be carried on 
social paradigms in detail. This study focuses on the subalterns. This study expected to produce some of 
the relevant argument on Mala Arayans with mainstream society. It will also raise genuine concerns about 
social backwardness. 
 

Session IV (04.00 PM - 05.45 PM IST): Miscellaneous 
Chairperson: Dr Amita Gupta 
 

(Five presentations of 13 minutes each, followed by discussion for 30 minutes) 

 
Goa and Her Sensuous Imagery: A Study Through Erotic Art and Films 
Christina Madan Dedhia 
Student, PG Diploma in Museology and Conservation 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya, University of Mumbai 
 
Known globally for her beauty, Goa bewitchingly entices a visitation by the viewer, for more reasons than 
one. While erotic art is well known across the world, very little is found and known in Goa. The objects of 
study are erotic art panels found on the Brahmanimaya Temple at Dharbandoda, the Chandreshwar Rath 
(now located at the State Museum), a Gajalaxmi sculpture with an erotic art panel (now located at the State 
Museum), the Nagueshi Shilalekh, a Gadhegāl found in Bicholim (now located at the State Museum). We 
will also be looking into the stereotypical image of Goa portrayed through certain films. Goa has been seen 
as a space where one can find gratification of senses, not only in a sensuous manner, and while this has 
quite often been broadcasted as its image, quite often it lies towards the unpleasant side. As per the Oxford 
Dictionary (2006-Revised and Updated, illustrated version) the term ‘sensuous’ simply means appealing to 
the senses, while ‘sensual’ refers to more copulative terms.  This paper attempts to analyze erotic art found 
in Goa, which holds different stories of boon and bane while questioning the change of sacredness of the 
act over time in Goa, the probable causes of the change and the malpractices that have risen with wrong 
objectification of women. The research is qualitative and entails the use of archaeological finds, sculptures 
and films that portray Goa and women in a certain light. The aim of this paper is to help understand context 
of art and how context over time has changed. 
 
Traditions in Spaces 
Padmashri Maharaj 
Assistant Professor 
SPA JNAFAU, Hyderabad. 
  
Indian traditions are indigenous and always help in retaining the essence human life on earth. Even though 
there are diverse traditions they all strive towards the same motive of improving humanity. Different 
residential spaces and elements define the traditions with an ease. Changing in trends doesn’t change the 
human interaction in the residential spaces and neighborhood. One such element is a small seating 
arrangement in other words called as ‘arugu’ in telugu language or ‘ootla’ in Gujarati language. This paper 
is intended to study and analyze the transformation of ‘arugu’ and its significance in retaining the 
traditional communication within the neighborhood. It doesn’t restrict to the age group and act as a good 



connecting medium. It’s ability to cater the needs of intergenerational user group within the daily activity 
routine. The various other intangible and tangible aspects of ‘arugu’ in current busy schedules of 
livelihood. The study will be considered in different residential areas with different typologies of built 
forms in Telangana regions to understand the traditional values that an architectural spatial element can 
retain to transfer it to the future generations.   
 
Two-edged Influence of Tourist Arrival on Royal wardrobe:  Case of Zardosi Embroidery 
Priya Chaturvedi 
Research Scholar 
School of Studies in Travel & Tourism Management 
Jiwaji University 
 
Tourism is credited as revival agent for local art and craft as it commercializes the art and brings job 
opportunities for the artists practicing. But, it also influences the true soul of Indian handicraft items. This 
study investigates the influence on Zardosi embroidery. The study is based on content analysis as well as 
semi- structured interviews of 12 respondents. Out of 12 respondents 5 were handicraft mart owners, 4 
were artists and 3 were aged people who studied about zardozi. The study demonstrates that tourists’ 
arrival influenced the material, method, designs, fabric and other major features of zardozi embroidery.   
 
Making of Local Astronomical Knowledge into Colonial World History 
Anneywasa Bardhan 
Research Intern at IIT Bombay 
 
World history has been often studied through the theories of Eurocentric or Western-centric comparison 
with the East. Colonialism played a crucial role in the formation of such historical narratives as local 
inventions of science have been usually studied as exclusive European work. In this paper it shall be 
explained how European astronomy was heavily influenced by local Indian scientific knowledge in two 
parts. The first part would deal with circulation of ancient Indian concepts of science based on Sanskrit and 
Persian manuscripts and which later led to remodeling of astronomy from astrology. The second part of the 
paper would point out the shift from British-made navigational houses for trade to astronomical 
observatories and instruments in colonial India and the role of local Indians assistants in it. This paper has 
been mainly based on three colonial presidencies of India, namely Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras for its 
case studies although necessary reference has been made to fluid Indian state boundaries as well. To 
understand the concepts of world history, this paper has used thoughts by historians Arif Dirlik and Sanjay 
Subrahmanyam; whereas, theories of colonial science and local Indian science have been borrowed from 
primary Government publications as well as historians Dhruv Raina and Deepak Kumar. 
 
An Investigation of recognized Intangible Cultural Heritage of India in UNESCO’s World Heritage 
List 
Deshpande V. V, 
Ph.D Scholar, Sathyabama University 
  
Gangopadhyay D 
Dean, School of Building & Environment 
Sathyabama University 
 
The introduction to UNESCO’s Convention for safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) has 
been a turning point for the expanded domain of Heritage. Although it was introduced in the year 2003, the 
term ICH is less explored and studied upon. The Intangible Cultural Heritage in India is diverse and rich in 
nature and are still practiced by indigenous communities. Since the introduction of the convention, around 
13 elements have been inscribed on World Heritage List. The convention identifies ICH into 6 major 
categories. This study aims to develop an understanding of identification and recognition of ICH with 
respect to the criteria, outstanding universal value and authenticity in Indian context through comparative 
analysis. Text based analysis methods have been adopted to appraise the World heritage listing of India and 
obtain research findings. The findings will help understand the need of paradigm shift for recognizing 
living heritage and implementing the convention in more coherent way in Indian context. 
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